
Appendix 6 

Scrutiny Management Board - Update from Chair of 
Cumbria Police and Crime Panel 
 

1.0 Purpose of Update 

1.1 This report updates Scrutiny Management Board (SMB) on the work of the 
Cumbria Police and Crime Panel and any issues and developments that have 
occurred since the last meeting of SMB. 

2.0 Board meeting Update 

2.1 The Cumbria Police and Crime Panel met on 9 July 2021. 

2.2 Councillor M Johnson was elected as the new Chair of the Panel. Councillor R 
Bingham was elected as Vice Chair of the Panel. 

2.3 The former Chair of the Panel, Councillor W McEwan, sent his thanks to the 
Panel for their support and contributions, and the Panel thanked Councillor 
McEwan for his commitment and chairing of the Panel over the years. 

2.4  The Panel considered the following issues:  

 The Panel received the Police and Crime Commissioner’s Annual 
Report for 2020/2021. Panel Members considered, in particular, the 
23.9% increase in drug offences in the context of substantial reductions 
in other crimes; the effectiveness and ease of access of the non-
emergency 101 service; and the benefits of ensuring effective 
relationships at local level between local Police Officers and local 
Councillors; 

 The Police and Crime Panel Chair’s Annual Report covering the period 
2019-2021. This set out the range of activity undertake by the Panel 
over the last 2 years; 

 The Police and Crime Commissioner’s Accountability Framework, 
which had recently been reviewed. This Framework sets out the 
arrangements through which the Commissioner holds the Constabulary 
to account; 

 The latest quarterly budget monitoring reports in relation to the Office 
of the Police and Crime Commissioner and the Constabulary; and, 

 An update on complaints being considered in line with the Panel’s 
procedure for complaints in relation to the Police and Crime 
Commissioner. 



3.0 Additional Scrutiny Activity undertaken by the Panel 

3.1 Panel Members have promoted public engagement in the Commissioner’s 
consultation survey gathering views on what local policing priorities should be.  
 

3.2 This consultation will inform the development of the Commissioner’s new 
Police and Crime Plan. The development and content of the draft Plan will be 
considered at the Panel’s next meeting in October 2021. 
 
 

4.0 Conclusion 

4.1 The Panel continues to challenge, scrutinise and support the Police and Crime 
Commissioner. The Panel’s opportunity in October to scrutinise, in-depth, the 
Commissioner’s proposals for the next Police and Crime Plan is a key 
milestone. 

 

Chair: Cllr Mike Johnson 

 


